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Whereas children are the responsibility of

all Americans and everyone should celebrate
the children of the United States, whose
questions, laughter, and tears are important
to the existence of the United States: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That—
(1) it is the sense of the Senate that Octo-

ber 11, 1998, should be designated as ‘‘Na-
tional Children’s Day’’; and

(2) the President is requested to issue a
proclamation calling upon the people of the
United States to observe ‘‘National Chil-
dren’s Day’’ with appropriate ceremonies and
activities.

f

EXPRESSING SENSE OF SENATE
RELATIVE TO NATIONAL INHAL-
ANT ABUSE AWARENESS DAY

Mr. COATS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
257.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 257) expressing the
sense of the Senate that October 15, 1998,
should be designated as ‘‘National Inhalant
Abuse Awareness Day’’.

The Senate proceeded to consider the
resolution.

Mr. COATS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to; that the preamble be
agreed to; that the motion to recon-
sider be laid upon the table; and that
any statements relating to the resolu-
tion be printed at the appropriate place
in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 257) was
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.
The resolution, with its preamble, is

as follows:
S. RES. 257

Whereas inhalant abuse is nearing epi-
demic proportions with over 20 percent of all
students admitting to experimenting with
inhalants by the time they graduate from
high school and only 4 percent of parents
suspecting their children of inhalant use;

Whereas according to the National Insti-
tute on Drug Abuse, inhalant use ranks third
behind use of alcohol and tobacco for all
youths through the eighth grade;

Whereas the over 1,000 products that are
being inhaled to get high are legal, inexpen-
sive, and found in nearly every home and
every corner market;

Whereas using inhalants even once can
lead to kidney failure, brain damage, and
even death;

Whereas inhalants are considered a gate-
way drug, one that leads to the use of harder,
more deadly drugs; and

Whereas because inhalant use is difficult
to detect, the products used are accessible
and affordable, and abuse is so common, in-
creased education of young people and their
parents regarding the dangers of inhalants is
an important step in our battle against drug
abuse: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That—
(1) it is the sense of the Senate that Octo-

ber 15, 1998, should be designated as ‘‘Na-
tional Inhalant Abuse Awareness Day’’, to be
observed with appropriate activities; and

(2) the Senate requests that the President
issue a proclamation designating October 15,
1998, as ‘‘National Inhalant Abuse Awareness
Day’’.

f

EXPRESSING SENSE OF SENATE
WITH RESPECT TO DIPLOMATIC
RELATIONS WITH PACIFIC IS-
LAND NATIONS
Mr. COATS. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the Foreign
Relations Committee be discharged
from further consideration of S. Res.
277, submitted by Senator INOUYE, and
that the Senate proceed to its imme-
diate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 277) expressing the
sense of the Senate with respect to the im-
portance of diplomatic relations with the
Pacific Island nations.

The Senate proceeded to consider the
resolution.

Mr. COATS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
and preamble be agreed to, en bloc;
that the motion to reconsider be laid
upon the table; and that any state-
ments relating to the resolution be
printed at the appropriate place in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 277) was
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.
The resolution, with its preamble, is

as follows:
S. RES. 277

Whereas the South Pacific region covers an
immense area of the earth, approximately 3
times the size of the contiguous United
States;

Whereas the United States seeks to main-
tain strong and enduring economic, political,
and strategic ties with the Pacific island
countries of the region, despite the reduced
diplomatic presence of the United States in
the region since World War II;

Whereas Pacific island nations wield con-
trol over vast tracts of the ocean, including
seabed minerals, fishing rights, and other
marine resources which will play a major
role in the future of the global economy;

Whereas access to these valuable resources
will be vital in maintaining the position of
the United States as the leading world power
in the new millennium;

Whereas Asian countries have already rec-
ognized the important role that these Pacific
island nations will play in the future of the
global economy, as evidenced by the Tokyo
summit meeting in October 1997 with various
Pacific island heads of state;

Whereas the Pacific has long been regarded
as one of the ‘‘last frontiers’’, with an enor-
mous wealth of uncultivated resources; and

Whereas direct United States participation
in the human and natural resource develop-
ment of the South Pacific region would pro-
mote beneficial ties with these Pacific island
nations and increase the possibilities of ac-
cess to the region’s valuable resources: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) it is in the national interest of the
United States to remain actively engaged in

the South Pacific region as a means of sup-
porting important United States commercial
and strategic interests, and to encourage the
consolidation of democratic values;

(2) a Pacific island summit, hosted by the
President of the United States with the Pa-
cific island heads of government, would be an
excellent opportunity for the United States
to foster and improve diplomatic relations
with the Pacific island nations;

(3) through diplomacy and participation in
the human and natural resource develop-
ment of the Pacific region, the United States
will increase the possibility of gaining access
to valuable resources, thus strengthening
the position of the United States as a world
power economically and strategically in the
new millennium; and

(4) the United States should fulfill its long-
standing commitment to the democratiza-
tion and economic prosperity of the Pacific
island nations by promoting their earliest
integration in the mainstream of bilateral,
regional, and global commerce and trade.

f

NATIONAL MAMMOGRAPHY DAY

Mr. COATS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Judiciary
Committee be discharged from further
consideration of S. Res. 271 and that
the Senate then proceed to its imme-
diate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 271) designating Octo-
ber 16, 1998, as ‘‘National Mammography
Day.’’

The Senate proceeded to consider the
resolution.

Mr. COATS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to; that the preamble be
agreed to; that the motion to recon-
sider be laid upon the table; and that
any statements relating to the resolu-
tion be printed at the appropriate place
in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 271) was
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.
The resolution, with its preamble, is

as follows:
S. RES. 271

Whereas according to the American Cancer
Society, in 1998, 178,700 women will be diag-
nosed with breast cancer and 43,500 women
will die from this disease;

Whereas in the decade of the 1990’s, it is es-
timated that about 2,000,000 women will be
diagnosed with breast cancer, resulting in
nearly 500,000 deaths;

Whereas the risk of breast cancer increases
with age, with a woman at age 70 having
twice as much of a chance of developing the
disease as a woman at age 50;

Whereas at least 80 percent of the women
who get breast cancer have no family history
of the disease;

Whereas mammograms, when operated
professionally at a certified facility, can pro-
vide a safe and quick diagnosis;

Whereas experts agree that mammography
is the best method of early detection of
breast cancer, and early detection is the key
to saving lives;

Whereas mammograms can reveal the pres-
ence of small cancers up to 2 years or more
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before a regular clinical breast examination
or breast self-examination (BSE), reducing
mortality by more than 30 percent; and

Whereas 47 States and the District of Co-
lumbia have passed legislation requiring
health insurance companies to cover mam-
mograms in accordance with recognized
screening guidelines: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—
(1) designates October 16, 1998, as ‘‘Na-

tional Mammography Day’’; and
(2) requests that the President issue a

proclamation calling upon the people of the
United States to observe such day with ap-
propriate programs and activities.

f

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF
GEORGE WASHINGTON AND HIS
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE NATION

Mr. COATS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Senate Concurrent Resolution
83.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res 83) re-
membering the life of George Washington
and his contributions to the Nation.

The Senate proceeded to consider the
concurrent resolution.

Mr. COATS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to; that the preamble be
agreed to; that the motion to recon-
sider be laid upon the table; and that
any statements relating to the resolu-
tion be printed at the appropriate place
in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (S. Con.
Res. 83) was agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.
The resolution, with its preamble, is

as follows:
S. CON. RES. 83

Whereas December 14, 1999, will be the
200th anniversary of the death of George
Washington, the father of our Nation and the
protector of our liberties;

Whereas the standards established by
George Washington’s steadfast character and
devotion to duty continue to inspire all men
and women in the service of their country
and in the conduct of their private lives;

Whereas the Mount Vernon Ladies’ Asso-
ciation of the Union, which maintains the
Mount Vernon estate and directs research
and education programs relating to George
Washington’s contribution to our national
life, has requested all Americans to partici-
pate in the observance of this anniversary;

Whereas bells should be caused to toll at
places of worship and institutions of learning
for the duration of 1 minute commencing at
12 o’clock noon, central standard time,
throughout the Nation, on the 200th anniver-
sary of the death of George Washington;

Whereas the flag of the United States
should be lowered to half staff on the 200th
anniversary of the death of George Washing-
ton; and

Whereas the example set by George Wash-
ington is of the utmost importance to the fu-
ture of the Nation, and it is the responsibil-
ity of private and government institutions to
prepare for the observation of the 200th anni-

versary of the death of George Washington:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) calls upon the Nation to remember the
life of George Washington and his contribu-
tions to the Nation; and

(2) requests and authorizes the President of
the United States—

(A) to issue a proclamation calling upon
the people of the United States—

(i) to commemorate the death of George
Washington with appropriate ceremonies and
activities; and

(ii) to cause and encourage patriotic and
civic associations, veterans and labor organi-
zations, schools, universities, and commu-
nities of study and worship, together with
citizens everywhere, to develop programs
and research projects that concentrate upon
the life and character of George Washington
as it relates to the future of the Nation and
to the development and welfare of the lives
of free people everywhere; and

(B) to notify the governments of all Na-
tions with which the United States enjoys
relations that our Nation continues to cher-
ish the memory of George Washington with
affection and gratitude by furnishing a copy
of this resolution to those governments.

f

DESIGNATING THE 30TH DAY OF
APRIL OF 1999, AS ‘‘DIA DE LOS
NINOS: CELEBRATING YOUNG
AMERICANS’’

Mr. COATS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Judiciary
Committee be discharged from further
consideration of S. Res. 278, and the
Senate then proceed to its immediate
consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
A resolution (S. Res. 278) designating the

30th day of April of 1999, as ‘‘Dia de los
Ninos: Celebrating Young Americans’’, and
for other purposes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection to the immediate consider-
ation of the resolution?

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. COATS. I ask unanimous consent
that the resolution be agreed to, the
preamble be agreed to, the motion to
reconsider be laid upon the table, and
any statements relating to the resolu-
tion appear at the appropriate place in
the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 278) was
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.
The resolution, with its preamble,

reads as follows:
S. RES. 278

Whereas many of the nations throughout
the world, and especially within the Western
hemisphere, celebrate ‘‘Dı́a de los Niños’’ on
the 30th of April, in recognition and celebra-
tion of their country’s future—their chil-
dren;

Whereas children represent the hopes and
dreams of the citizens of the United States;

Whereas children are the center of Amer-
ican families;

Whereas children should be nurtured and
invested in to preserve and enhance eco-

nomic prosperity, democracy, and the Amer-
ican spirit;

Whereas Latinos in the United States, the
youngest and fastest growing ethnic commu-
nity in the nation, continue the tradition of
honoring their children on this day, and wish
to share this custom with the rest of the Na-
tion;

Whereas one in four Americans is projected
to be of Hispanic descent by the year 2050,
and there are now 10.5 million Latino chil-
dren;

Whereas traditional Latino family life cen-
ters largely on its children;

Whereas the primary teachers of family
values, morality, and culture are parents and
family members, and we rely on children to
pass on these family values, morals, and cul-
ture to future generations;

Whereas more than 500,000 children drop
out of school each year and Hispanic dropout
rates are unacceptably high;

Whereas the importance of literacy and
education are most often communicated to
children through family members;

Whereas families should be encouraged to
engage in family and community activities
that include extended and elderly family
members and encourage children to explore,
develop confidence, and pursue their dreams;

Whereas the designation of a day to honor
the children of the Nation will help affirm
for the people of the United States the sig-
nificance of family, education, and commu-
nity;

Whereas the designation of a day of special
recognition of children of the United States
will provide an opportunity to children to re-
flect on their future, to articulate their
dreams and aspirations, and find comfort and
security in the support of their family mem-
bers and communities;

Whereas the National Latino Children’s In-
stitute, serving as a voice for children, has
worked with cities throughout the country
to declare April 30 as ‘‘Dı́a de los Niños: Cele-
brating Young Americans’’—a day to bring
together Latinos and other communities na-
tionwide to celebrate and uplift children;
and

Whereas the children of a nation are the
responsibility of all its citizens, and citizens
should be encouraged to celebrate the gifts
of children to society—their curiosity,
laughter, faith, energy, spirit, hopes, and
dreams: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate designates the
30th of April of 1999, as ‘‘Dı́a de los Niños:
Celebrating Young Americans’’ and requests
that the President issue a proclamation call-
ing on the people of the United States to join
with all children, families, organizations,
communities, churches, cities, and States
across the Nation to observe the day with ap-
propriate ceremonies, beginning April 30,
1999, that include—

(1) activities that center around children,
and are free or minimal in cost so as to en-
courage and facilitate the participation of
all our citizens;

(2) activities that are positive, uplifting,
and that help children express their hopes
and dreams;

(3) activities that provide opportunities for
children of all backgrounds to learn about
one another’s cultures and share ideas;

(4) activities that include all members of
the family, and especially extended and el-
derly family members, so as to promote
greater communication among the genera-
tions within a family, enabling children to
appreciate and benefit from the experiences
and wisdom of their elderly family members;

(5) activities that provide opportunities for
families within a community to get ac-
quainted; and
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